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Ms. Kowroski will be teaching two master classes of ballet technique and ballet pointe at
our pre-summer intensive event. Dancers must be |3 or older with two years on pointe.
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to West Michigan Youth Ballet's performance of
The Nutcracker! We are thrilled that you are here to
celebrate the efforts and accomplishments of our young
dancers from West Michigan. WMYB has been successful
through the love, passion, hard work, and vision of the
artistic staff, professional choreographers, dancers, and their
families. We would like to thank them and also thank
you for your support and presence here today.

Please enjoy our performance!

ADVISORY BOARD
Maria DeVos
Melissa Meldrum-Aaberg, M.D.
Samantha Shelton, M.F.A.

Stephen Sanford, Artistic Director
Andrew Amos, Assistant Artistic Director
Marlene Kenneway, Board Chairperson/Co-Founder

Board Members Executive Board

L aura DeHaan, Ph.D Melissa Endres

Kari Erbentraut, RN Elizabeth Henry

Kathy Kalm Andrew Howard

Norman Mathewson Caren Kerprich, CPA

Brigitte Nelson, Co-Founder Mary Anne Rosely, SIOR, CCIM

Renae Stritzinger

Kathleen Vogelsang, CFA, Honorary
Jennifer Norder, Honorary

Emily Cantor, |.D., Honorary

WMYB is very appreciative of the businesses
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West Michigan Youth Ballet

Our Mission

To provide young people with the opportunity to prepare
and present to the public full length ballets under the direction
of professional choreographers.

To enhance the skills that these young people have received
through the study of ballet at their respective academies by
learning all that is involved in the preparation of a ballet performance.

To encourage young people to consider a career in dance and
assist them in progress toward this goal, either with a professional
goal or by studying dance at the university level.

HELP US CONTINUE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Your donation will directly support the professional level experience
for our young artists in our community.
All and any donations are greatly appreciated!

Become a Sponsor!

Grand Jete $5,000 +
Piroutte $2,500 - $4,999
Glissade $1000 - $2,499
Bourree $500 - $999
Chaine $100 - $499
Pique $20 - $99

West

Michigan

YOUTH
BALLET

Enrich. Inspire. Grow.

West Michigan Youth Ballet is a 501 () (3) Michigan non-profit corporation.
PO Box 725 Ada, MI 4930
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

West Michigan Youth Ballet would like to extend
heartfelt appreciation for the continued generosity
and support of Doug and Maria DeVos.

We are blessed with our rehearsal facility which enables

us to carry out the mission that we are committed to
accomplish for the students of WMYB.

OUR PATRONS

Grand Jeté ($5000 and up) Chaine ($100 -$499), Cont.

Doug and Maria DeVos Rick and Amy Ackerman

Dick and Betsy DeVos Syd and Mary Baxter

Reggie and Nancy Kapteyn

. Brent and Paula Garvin

Glissade ($1000 - $2499) Bryan & Katharine Judge

Ernie and Marlene Kenneway John & Kristin Throop

Mary Anne and Brad Rosely Brad & Amy Slywka

Jeff and Sally Shull Karen Rogers

Bourée ($500 - $999) Pique ($25 -$99)

Al and Liz Henry Bernard & Mary Eisenga

Ed & Carrie Everhart Joseph & Jean Stojak

Frances Shull Brevitz Elizabeth Ann Wergin

Woayne and Brigitte Nelson
Andrea and Trevor Wolfe
Jason and Darleen Barkel

West Michigan Youth Ballet
would like to thank the
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs
and the
National Endowment for the Arts
for their support of our organization.

mic hlgo n s MyEE National
council for W), //// Endowment
7 for the Arts
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WEST MICHIGAN YOUTH BALLET
Thanks You.

On behalf of the WMYB Board we wish to express our
sincere appreciation for the many hours of volunteer work
generously given to the young dancers at WMYB.
We especially wish to recognize the chairpersons of the
committees that help make these performances possible today.

Communication: Liz Henry

Volunteer Guild: Kari Erbentraut & Renae Stritzinger
Tickets: Katharine Judge

Boutique: Amy Feather

Anniversary Reception: Renae Stritzinger, Kari Erbentraut &
Emily Thomas

Concessions: Rick Ackerman

Costuming: Heather Cassady

Props Mistress: Jodie Alexiev

Stage Hands: Norm Mathewson & Thayne Dunahee
Media: Missie Endres, Dee Lenters

Playbill & Marketing: Mary Jo Pomeroy

Ushers: Mike DeHaan

Thank you to the following volunteers for creating
the sets and props for Swan Lake:

Tim Martin, Dan Arganbright, Jodie Alexiev, Stefan Alexiev,
Mike McAlpine, Thayne Dunahee, Rick Ackerman, Norman Mathewson

A special thanks to Humberto Decanini for photography.

Thank you to Becky Afendoulis Trierweiler for her
special appearance as “Queen.”

WMYB would also like to extend our gratitude to the following:
Rick Hardenberg and Chris Cook, Technical Stage Coordinators
Julie Zandstra, Box Office/Events
John Bischoff, Video Recording Services
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Long ago, in a forgotten kingdom, a beautiful princess was captured by
the wicked sorcerer, Von Rothbart. As long as she remained under
his spell, the Princess Odette was cursed to take the form of a swan
and could only become human by the light of the moon.

Many vyears later, as Prince Siegfried celebrates his birthday, the Queen
Mother reminds him that before he becomes king, he must end his
care-free bachelor days and find a bride. As she presents him with a
crossbow, he reluctantly accepts his duty and goes off alone to hunt.

At the lakeside, Siegfried spots a swan landing on the water and draws
his bow, but as he aims, the swan magically transforms into the
Princess Odette. She tells the prince of her curse; a fate that can only
be broken if her true love vows etemal fidelity to her. For if the
Sorcerer is killed, or her love's vow Is broken, she is doomed to remain
a swan for eternity. As dawn arrives, the Prince gives his promise that
he will break the spell, but Von Rothbart swears to keep his power
over her and conspires to bewitch the Prince.

Act |l

At the Prince’s castle, a royal ball is held so that he may choose a bride. The
royal families from the neighboring kingdoms dance and present their
Princesses. The Prince, remembering his vow to Odette, cannot choose.
Suddenly, Von Rothbart enters in a human disguise to introduce his daughter,
Odile. Odile seduces the Prince, tricking him into promising his love to her.
The Prince realizes too late that he has been fooled and has broken his vow
to Odette, condemning her to remain a swan for all time. He rushes to the
lake to beg her forgiveness, but it is too late. Odette, in her sadness, tells
Prince Siegfried that the only way the curse can be broken now, is in their
next life. Prince Siegfried, vows to fulfill the promise he has broken and
journey to the next life with her. Von Rothbart appears to stop them, but as
he threatens to tear the two away from each other, they throw themselves
into the lake, sealing their bond and vanquishing the power of Von Rothbart:
their final act of love joining them for eternity.



JAKOB PRINGLE grew up in Carmel, Indiana, and
studied at the Central Indiana Academy of Dance.
He placed 2nd in the Semi-Finals of YAGP in 2012
and competed in the Finals in New York City where
he performed in the Grand Défilé for the YAGP
Closing Night Gala at Lincoln Center. Jakob has
been honored to be a guest artist with North Star
Ballet in Fairbanks, Alaska, New American Youth
Ballet in Fort Wayne, Indiana, Queen City Ballet in
Helena, Montana, and St. George Ballet Company in
St. George, Utah for their productions of The
Nutcracker. He performed the role of Waltz Boy,set on him by Zippora Karz,
in Utah Ballet's production of Serenade. He has performed with Ballet West
in their productions of Aladdin, Cinderella, The Little Mermaid, Giselle and
The Sleeping Beauty. In 2015, Jakob had the honor of performing the role of
Death in Edward Stierle's Lacrymosa with Fort Wayne Ballet. This production
was set on the company by Kim Sagami of the Arpino Joffrey Foundation. His
training includes studying under Jeff Rogers and Peter Christie as a trainee with
Ballet West in Salt Lake City, Utah, and numerous summer intensives across
the US including Cincinnati Ballet, The Rock School of Dance, Pittsburgh Ballet
Theatre School and Ballet West.

TR EDEN WEINSTEIN began his training at the Portland
A ~  Ballet School in Portland, Maine. His ambition brought
by him to the Boston Ballet School when he was 12

Walnut Hill 5chool, Ihe ABIl 5chool, | he Kirov Academy ot VVashington D.C.,,
The San Francisco Ballet, and the School of American Ballet.



Saturday 1:00 pm

Saturday 4:30 pm

ACT 1

Odette (White Swan)

Rebecca Shull

Claire Pomeroy

Odile (Black Swan)

Lexi Erbentraut

Jessica Henry

Prince Siegfried

Jakob Pringle

Jakob Pringle

Von Rothbart

Eden Weinstein

Eden Weinstein

Queen Becky Afendoulis Trierweiler | Becky Afendoulis Trierweiler
Wolfgang Andrew Amos Andrew Amos
Taylor Phillips, Taylor Phillips,
Pas De Trois Kimi Burgoyne, Kennedy Targosz,
Olivia Throop Katrina Cassady

Jenner Willard,

Jenner Willard,

Hienlsi Alex Alexiev, Alex Alexiev,
ke s William Dunahee, William Dunahee,
Taylor Phillips Taylor Phillips
Kennedy Targosz, Kimi Burgoyne,

Pas De Quatre

Kimi Burgoyne,
Parker Nanzer,

Harlee Scholten,
Emily Slywka,

Abby Stritzinger Cakki Mehney
Avery Gawel, Madison Rogers,
_ Hailey Sands, Riegan Judge,
Blg.Swans Emily Slywka, Kate DeHaan,
Katrina Cassady Lindsey Lunt
Chloe Doerr, Harlee Scholten, | Emma Kapteyn, Chloe Doerr,
Madison Rogers, Shelby Zahl, Avery Gawel, Shelby Zahl,
Eliana Tucker, Kennedy Eliana Tucker, Kennedy Pfeiffle,
Pfeiffle, Brittany Rosely, Ellie | Brittany Rosely, Ellie Everhart,
Swan Corp Everhart, Riegan Judge, Olivia | Hailey Sands, Olivia Ogilvie,

Ogilvie, Maggie Styf, Sophia
Ness, Cakki Mehney,
Kate DeHaan, Ashley Barkel,
Lindsey Lunt

Maggie Styf, Sophia Ness,
Abby Stritzinger, Parker
Nanzer, Ashley Barkel, Olivia
Throop




SWAN LAKE CAST

Saturday 1:00 pm

Saturday 4:30 pm

ACT1

Waltz/May Pole

Claire Pomeroy, Jessica Henry,
Stasia Arganbright, Chloe
Feather, Katie Basher, Aisling
Hillman, Nessa Galvin, Elliott
McAlpine, Sophia Erbentraut,
Katelyn Lenters, Maddy
Stritzinger, Taya Moore, Ashley
Wolfe, Ava Ackerman, Eleanor
Martin, Joleen Fisher, Kamryn
Koetsier, Annika Kapteyn,
Emma Kapteyn, Abigail
Hoekzema

Rebecca Shull, Lexi Erbentraut,
Stasia Arganbright, Chloe
Feather, Katie Basher, Aisling
Hillman, Nessa Galvin, Elliott
McAlpine, Sophia Erbentraut,
Katelyn Lenters, Maddy
Stritzinger, Taya Moore, Ashley
Wolfe, Ava Ackerman, Eleanor
Martin, Joleen Fisher, Kamryn
Koetsier, Annika Kapteyn,
Chloe Doerr, Abigail Hoekzema

Jenner Willard, Taylor Phillips,
Alex Alexiev, William Dunahee,
Emma Diaz-Lawton, Gabby
Lockwood, Josephine Sulka,
Jan Kyra Valeros, Ella Yenchar,

Jenner Willard, Taylor Phillips,
Alex Alexiev, William Dunahee,
Emma Diaz-Lawton, Gabby
Lockwood, Josephine Sulka,
Jan Kyra Valeros, Ella Yenchar,

Polonaise Aaliyah Robinson, Maggie Aaliyah Robinson, Maggie
Sandoval, Caitlyn Pair, Annika |Sandoval, Caitlyn Pair, Annika
Kapteyn, Abigail Hoekzema Kapteyn, Abigail Hoekzema
Saturday 1:00 pm Saturday 4:30 pm
ACT 2

Odette (White Swan)

Rebecca Shull

Claire Pomeroy

Odile (Black Swan)

Lexi Erbentraut

Jessica Henry

Prince Siegfried

Jakob Pringle

Jakob Pringle

Von Rothbart

Eden Weinstein

Eden Weinstein

Pas De Quatre

Kennedy Targosz,
Kimi Burgoyne,
Parker Nanzer,

Kimi Burgoyne,
Harlee Scholten,
Emily Slywka,




SWAN LAKE CAST

Saturday 1:00 pm Saturday 4:30 pm
ACT2
. Hailey Sands, Riegan Judge,
Big Swans Emily Slywka, Kate DeHaan,
Katrina Cassady Lindsey Lunt
Kate DeHaan, Lindsey Lunt, Kate DeHaan, Lindsey Lunt,
Stasia Arganbright, Emma Stasia Arganbright, Chloe
Kapteyn, Taylor Phillips, Jenner| Doerr, Taylor Phillips, Jenner
Czardas Willard, Alex Alexiev, William | Willard, Alex Alexiev, William
Dunahee, Olivia Throop, Dunahee, Olivia Throop, Lexi
Jessica Henry, Claire Pomeroy, Erbentraut, Rebecca Shull,
Aisling Hillman Aisling Hillman
Elliott McAlpine, Sophia Elliott McAlpine, Sophia
Erbentraut, Katelyn Lenters, Erbentraut, Katelyn Lenters,
Maddy Stritzinger, Taya Maddy Stritzinger, Taya Moore,
Moore, Ashley Wolfe, Ava Ashley Wolfe, Ava Ackerman,
Spanish Ackerman, Eleanor Martin, Eleanor Martin, Kennedy
Kennedy Targosz, Katrina Targosz, Katrina Cassady,
Cassady, Nessa Galvin, Kimi Nessa Galvin, Kimi Burgoyne
Burgoyne
Emma Diaz-Lawton, Gabby Emma Diaz-Lawton, Gabby
Lockwood, Josephine Sulka, Lockwood, Josephine Sulka,
Jan Kyra Valeros, Ella Yenchar, |Jan Kyra Valeros, Ella Yenchar,
Aaliyah Robinson, Maggie Aaliyah Robinson, Maggie
Neapolitan Sandoval, Katie Basher, Chloe [Sandoval, Katie Basher, Chloe
Feather, Joleen Fisher, Abigail |Feather, Joleen Fisher, Abigail
Hoekzema, Annika Kapteyn, |Hoekzema, Annika Kapteyn,
Kamryn Koetsier, Caitlyn Pair  |Kamryn Koetsier, Caitlyn Pair
Chloe Doerr, Harlee Scholten, |Emma Kapteyn, Chloe Doerr,
Madison Rogers, Shelby Zahl, |Avery Gawel, Shelby Zahl,
Eliana Tucker, Kennedy Eliana Tucker, Kennedy Pfeiffle,
Pfeiffle, Brittany Rosely, Ellie  |Brittany Rosely, Ellie Everhart,
Swan Corp Everhart, Riegan Judge, Olivia |Hailey Sands, Olivia Ogilvie,

Ogilvie, Maggie Styf, Sophia
Ness, Cakki Mehney, Kate
DeHaan, Ashley Barkel, Lindsey
Lunt

Maggie Styf, Sophia Ness,
Abby Stritzinger, Parker
Nanzer, Ashley Barkel, Olivia
Throop




STEPHEN SANFORD- Artistic Director
Stephen started his training at Southold School in South
_ - .| Bend, Indiana. He then went on to North Carolina School

nuUMerous summer courses Including School of American
Ballet, Houston Ballet, and Hartford Ballet. Stephen has
had the opportunity to work with esteemed
choreographers and teachers such as Kirk Peterson, Val
Caniporoli, Suzanne Farrell, Daniel Duell, and Mario
Radacovsky during his |4 seasons performing as a principle dancer with Grand
Rapids Ballet Company. Stephen has performed as a guest artist for New York
Theater Ballet, Toledo Ballet, Tulsa Ballet, St. Louis Ballet, Ballet Chicago, Geiger
Ballet, and Southhold Dance Theater. Alongside his performing career he taught
classical technique classes at Grand Rapids Ballet School for 14 years and he has
been teaching master classes thoughout the Midwest. He currently is teaching
classical technique classes at Grand Valley State University and Ada Dance
Academy. Stephen and his wife Jennifer have three daughters Julia, Elaina, Lucy
and two sons Andrew and Nathan. This is Stephen's 3rd year leading the
Artistic Direction for the West Michigan Youth Ballet.

CHOREOGRAPHY

Swan Lake was restaged and choreographed by:

Stephen Sanford
Samantha Shelton

The West Michigan Youth Ballet would like to express
appreciation for their creativity and expertise.



SAMANTHA SHELTON-Choreographer SAMANTHA
SHELTON received her professional training from the
Joffrey Ballet in New York and in Michigan with Rose
Marie Floyd. She also studied in London with Anita
Young (Royal Ballet) and at the Cecchetti International
program in England. For the past eighteen years, she has
been on the ballet faculty for American Ballet Theatre
Summer Intensive, currently directed by Kate Lydon,
setting ABT repertoire and choreographing new ballets
for the final performances. Currently, she is on faculty for
the ABT Summer Intensives at the University of Texas,
Austin, under the direction of Wes Chapman, former ABT principal and also
travels the country as an adjudicator for the ABT National Audition Tour,
selecting dancers for training programs in New York, Texas, California and
Alabama. Samantha has also taught at the ABT program at the University of
Alabama, directed by Carla Stallings and the Detroit Opera House/Wayne
State University, directed by Alaine Haubert. She has choreographed and
taught for the professional ballet programs at the Walnut Hill School in
Boston, directed by former ABT principal,Michael Owen, Ballet Tennessee,
Missouri Contemporary Ballet, and Interlochen Arts Academy. She has
performed extensively in both classical and contemporary ballets, including the
Grand Pas from Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty, Don Quixote, also principal roles
in Giselle and Raymonda. In her guest artist performances, she has partnered
with Craig Salstein (of ABT), Arch Higgins (New York City Ballet) and
Christopher Stowell (San Francisco Ballet) among many others. Samantha holds
an M.F.A in Dance from the University of Michigan, where she was awarded a
Rackham Thesis grant, and a B.A. in Political Science also from the University of
Michigan. She has also done graduate work at New York University in
Performing Arts Administration with internships in development, PR and
marketing at Carnegie Hall and the Orchestra of St. Luke's.  For six years,

she served on the University of Michigan's School of Music, Theatre & Dance
Alumni Society Board of Governors and in May 2012 spent three weeks in
Taiwan, teaching and presenting a piece of choreography for Tainan University.
She is certified through the American Ballet Theatre National Curriculum
Training Program and in August of 2014, co-taught the ABT NTC with Harriet

Clark, at the Detroit Opera House. Currently, she is a Professor of Ballet at
Carand Vallev State | Iniviaretyy in CaranAd Ranide Ml




BIOGRAPHIES

LAURA SCHWENK-BERMAN is an Artistic
Associate of RPM Productions in Chicago and
has been performing, teaching, choreographing,
staging and rehearsing works for over 40 years.
She began her performing career dancing
principal roles with the Garden State Ballet, the
Chicago Ballet, the Boston Repertory Ballet, and
for seven years with the Pacific Northwest Ballet
in Seattle. While with Pacific Northwest Ballet,
Ms. Berman performed as a soloist with Gelsey
Kirkland in Swan Lake and with Mikhall

S Baryshnikov as part of the Pacific Northwest
Ballet/Baryshnlkov tour. She danced in the film: “Nutcracker: The
Motion Picture” directed by Carol Ballard, designed by Maurice Sendak.
She has toured extensively throughout the United States, Europe and
Asia as a guest artist.

Ms. Berman served as the Ballet Mistress (1992-97), Interim Artistic
Director (1997-98) and Associate Artistic Director of the Grand Rapids
Ballet Company (1998-2010). During that time she conducted two
capital campaigns to build beautiful new studios, offices and rehearsal
space, as well as a state-of-the-art LEED certified 300-seat theatre of the
company's own. She also served as Director of the School of the Grand
Rapids Ballet Company from 1998 —2010, establishing the school's
curriculum, syllabus, faculty, staff and performances, placing students in
major ballet companies around the world including New York City Ballet,
San Francisco Ballet and Royal Danish Ballet.

Ms. Berman has choreographed works for Momental Performing Arts
Company, Chicago Repertory Dance Ensemble, Northwestern University
Dance Ensemble, the Cecchetti Council of America, the Evanston Dance
Ensemble, the Grand Rapids Ballet Junior and Senior Companies and the
West Michigan Youth Ballet. In addition, she regularly stages full-length
classical ballets and is a private instructor and coach.

Ms. Berman has taught dance at a wide array of institutions including the
University of Washington, Northwestern University, Columbia College,
Hope College, Loretta Heights College, Hubbard Street Dance Company,
Chicago Academy for the Performing Arts, Oak Park Academy of
Movement and Music, the Cecchetti Council of America, Evanston Dance
Center, the Grand Rapids Ballet Company, and Ada Dance Academy.

Ms. Berman has a Bachelor of Science degree from Skidmore College and
a Masters degree in Theatre from Northwestern University where she
graduated with honors.
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MARLENE KENNEWAY-Chair and Co-Founder

of the non-profit West Michigan Youth Ballet Company
Marlene has studied with the Boston Ballet and Rosella
Hightower in Cannes, France. She has taught at Cullman
College, Erie Civic Ballet, Decatur Civic Ballet in Alabama,
and is the owner and founder of Ada Dance Academy in
Ada, Michigan. Mrs. Kenneway has served on the Steering
Committee for the American Ballet Theatre summer
seminar, and is the past advisor and board member for
the Grand Rapids Ballet. She is the past President of the
Ada Council for the Arts and a member of the Mary Free
Bed Guild. Marlene has taught students who have gone on to perform with
the Boston Ballet, Cleveland Ballet, Cologne Ballet of German and Tucson
in Arizona, a professional company which was founded by a former student
of Mrs. Kenneway, two Rockettes and a former student who danced in the
film "Valentino" with Rudolf Nureyev and a former student who was in
"Cabaret" with Joel Gray.

ANDREW AMOS- Assistant Artistic Director
Andrew Amos was born and raised in Monterey,
California where he started dancing at age |7/.
Within a year, he had received a full scholarship to
the dance program at Stephens College in Columbia,
Missouri, where he attained his BFA in Dance. After
college, Andrew worked with companies including
Mordine + Company Dance Theater, Indiana Ballet
Theater NW.,, Ballet Fantasque, Children’s Ballet
Theater, Ann Arbor Ballet Theater, Antares Danza
Contemporanea, West Michigan Youth Ballet, San
Angelo Civic Ballet, Happendance, and others. He has taught master classes
in Ballet, Jazz, Modern, and Pas de Duex from Midwest to the west coast and
Mexico, and performed leading roles in The Nutcracker, Coppellia, Easter
Oratoria, Acts of Light, Sleeping Beauty, Swan Lake, Cinderella, and other
independent productions. His choreography has been performed by
students, amateurs, and professionals across the nation on stages big and
small, as well as at prestigious festivals including RDA and ACDFA. Currently,
Andrew lives in Grand Rapids with his wife Heidi and daughter Sophia and
teaches, dances, and choreographs throughout the area.




— WITN @ BA IN LIoTNING and | exTie LesIgn witn an
w_ emphasis in Fashion Design. Heather then began an
eleven year career as a Costumer with the Walt

| Disney Company. She was the Costumer for a

@88 variety of parades and stage shows in all four of the
e \Valt Disney World Parks and many of their

W8 Resort Properties. Some of her shows included the
Remember the Magic Parade, SpectroMagic, Around the World with Mickey
and Minnie, The Jungle Book, several U.S. Tours and assisted in costuming
two Super Bowl Halftime Shows. This is her sixth production with WMYB.
Heather also works as a Wardrobe Stylist for private clients.

Costuming Thank You..

| wish to extend my heart felt appreciation to all of the wonderful volunteers
who assisted with the building of more than 200 new costume pieces, 50
headpieces, costume fittings, and the daunting amount of alterations for this
production. Thank you to my incredibly talented team that continues to work
seemingly endless hours to make this ballet so beautiful. Especially Carrie,
Margie, Kristin, Kari, Sally, Liz, Renae, Mary Jo, Nancy, and Kathy Gill. | am so
thankful that our little costume shop has so much love and talent!

Thanks Mom for teaching me to love to sew, not to waste fabric, to always
be creative and that "good enough" isn't good enough. Thank you to my
husband, John, and our children, John, Josh, and Katrina, for all of their love
and encouragement. Thank you Stephen for your continued support and
confidence in me. | am humbled by the amount of love and support the
ballet family continues to give me. | cannot thank you all enough!

Heather Cassady



WMYB SENIORS




WMYB SENIORS




WMYB SENIORS

loved watching the company grow over the years. Thank you to all of my teachers, the
directors, and my parents for supporting. Dancing and being a part of the WMYB has
taught me many things, and not just dancing. | strongly believe that | have grown as
person because of it. Thank you, and | will miss you all!

Thank you to everyone for the warm welcome these last two years. Getting to perform
with the West Michigan Youth Ballet has been an great experience. It has been so

much fun to meet all the people | wouldn't have had the chance to meet without this
organization.



WMYB COMPANY

Ava Ackerman Avais 12 years old and a 6th grader at
FH Central Woodlands. This is Ava's second year performing in
the Nutcracker for WMYB. She has also performed in their
spring shows Coppelia and Sleeping Beauty. Ava dances for
Ada Dance Academy. She competes on their Diamonds Team.
Ava still enjoys taking classes to further her growth as a dancer!

Alexander Alexiev | am a junior at Northview High
School where | play my trombone in the marching and jazz
bands. | have been studying ballet for nine years, during which

Anastasia Argan brl ht | am so blessed to have been
part of the WMYB family these past years. | would like to thank
my family, friends and teachers who have supported me.

I'd particularly like to thank Steven Sanford, Andrew Amos,
Mindy & Attila Mosolygo, Brian and Meg McSween and Melissa
Williams for their loving support and guidance.

T I R S
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contemporary and classical ballet at the Youth America Grand
Prix. Kimi has attended several summer intensives including
Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and Pacific Northwest Ballet.
Kimi would like to thank her teachers for inspiring and pushing
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CONTINUOUS SUPPOIT and encouragement.

Kate DeHaan 1 am senior at Grand Rapids Christian High,
and have been dancing for fifteen years. | am captain of our
schools improv team, and love being on stage. | am planning on
going to Calvin College, and plan on majoring in engineering. | am
so thankful for all that dance has taught me, and | hope you enjoy
the show.

attends a STEM school called The Open Doors Leammg Center.
He has been dancing at Academy of Dance Arts since he was 3
years old. He enjoys all styles of dance, especially Ballet and
Contemporary. He also loves music and plays several instruments.

35



‘ Lexi Erbentraut Lexi Erbentraut is a ﬂ"eshman at Forest

I e M mmtiae L D e C il a al Clan hmn i man e ol e = e e

Chloe Feather chiceis passionate about the Arts and
enjoys dancing on stage for her friends and family. Chloe is a
7th Grade student at Byron Center Middle School where she
participates in Choir and plans to be in the school musical this
spring. Chloe would like to thank all of the volunteers who
donated their time to put the show together this season and
support of her family and friends as well as the encouragement
» rom her teachers.
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Avery Gawel Avery is | 6 years old and a junior at Forest
Hills Eastern High School. She is on her school's dance team and
this is her tenth year dancing with West Michigan Youth Ballet.
Avery would like to thank her friends, family, and dance teachers
for their constant support and always being there for her
performances.

Jhessica Henry Jessica is a senior at Forest Hills Central. She
as been with WMYB since the beginning and would like to thank

CtarbhAan AnAvmiar anA Hhia raamvovAl imdaare adhAa maalA VAIMYR2 kA
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AIS|Ing Hillman 1 am a senior at Forest Hills Northern High
School and | have been dancing with Ada Dance Academy since

| was four. | am part of the school's marching band as well as the
drum line. Next year, | hope to attend Clemson University and
major in International Health, with the ultimate goal in being a
bilingual physician. West Michigan Youth Ballet has made me a
better dancer and a better person.

Middle School. She loves to dance, perform, sing and spend time
with her friends, family, and pets. She started dancing when she
was four and would like to thank her dance teachers and parents
for their teaching and support over the years.
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Emma Kapteyn | am a junior at Sprlng Lake High School. |
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Kamryn Koetsier "Kami" is in 7th grade at FHCM. She
has been dancmg for 9 years.. Th|s Is her 7th productlon Wlth the

VA INANATDY [ T

Katelyn Lenters | am a 7th grader at Ada Christian School.
| have been performing with WMYB since | was nine. In my free
time (when | am not dancing) | enjoy baking, shopping, spending
time with friends, and playing with my dog, Sadie.

When I'm not dancing, | hang out with my dog Jewell, play

games, and have fun with friends.

and teachers for their support!
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KNAPP FOrest Elementary. SnNe Nas DEEN dancing Tor eignt years
and currently takes classes at Ada Dance. This is Elliott's /th
WMYB performance and she is thrilled to be a part of this year's
Nutcracker performance. In addition to dancing, Elliott is a

competitive swimmer and enjoys playing LAX, reading and
P O P PSR [ A OR l

High School. Her passion for dancing began at age 3, when she
joined the Dance Place, Inc. in Massachusetts. This is her first year
with WMYB. She dances at Ada Dance Academy and recently
joined their competition team. When she isn't dancing, Liv enjoys
skiing, volleyball, reading, math, and biology. She would like to
thank the many teachers and mentors who have shared their
excellence and have helped her along the way!
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- . Tnhetourth grade learning Lninese. | have been dancing for &
- years. In my free time, | like playing with my cats, playing the
= guitar, and playing disc golf. | would like to thank my parents for
all of their support.

Intensive. She would like to thank her teachers Margie Vizuraga,
Christen Snyder, Stephen Sanford, David Braciak, and Laura
Berman for their support and inspiration.

Aallyah Robinson | am in 4th grade Spanish Immersicn
at NorthPointe Christian Scheol. | dance at Integrity and
NorthPointe Ballet. | have loved dance since age 2. | love art and
being outside. | am thankful to my parents, grandparents and
dance teachers for all their support over the years.

Madison Rogers I'm a freshman at FHC and I've been
dancing for 9 years. This is my 3rd year with the WMYB and I'm
so excited for this years performance! Besides dancing, | love art
and photography. | also enjoy traveling to Hawaii & New York
City.  would like to dedicate this performance to my Dad &
Grandma.
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Brittany ROSQ')/ | am a freshman at Forest Hills Eastern
High School. | have been performing with the WMYB for 9 years.
| take dance classes at Ada Dance Academy. When not dancing,

& | | enjoy baking, traveling, and spending time with my friends and
(o family. | would like to thank my family for their love and support.
[ ]

Z Hailey Sands Born in Ann Arbor, Hailey is fifteen and a
sophomore at FH Eastern. She started dancing when she was

four with Ada Dance Academy, joining WMYB at age seven.
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most genres ot dance, her true love s tap. Besides dancing,
Maddy keeps herself busy with playing her ukelele and singing
and would love to see herself as a social media influencer.

JEOSE hlne Sulka Josie Sulka is in 4th grade at Collins
lementary School. She enjoys dancing, reading, biking, and
playing with friends. Prior to moving to Michigan in July 2017,
she danced at the Indiana Ballet Theater for 5 years and now

Central High School as a sophomére. She has been dancing for
|2 years and has done many performances with WMYB. She
would like to thank her teachers at Ada Dance Academy and at
WMYB for pushing her to become the best dancer she can be
and her amazingly supportive family.
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Eliana Tucker My name is Eliana and | am in the seventh

mmmAda T 4alia lhallat cmd 4am b Ada TMihmca A cadacn s VAham | an

teachers for helping her become the dancer that she is today and
her parents for their continuous support.

Ella Yenchar Eilais 9 vears old and attends Rather
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a Shelby Zahl Shelby is a High School Senior who started

Aarncins adhan cha vne thiraa Cha covscarths Aanecac At Haaet!e

DANCE STUDIOS

Members of the WMYB Company are representative
of several dance studios throughout Michigan.
Thank you to the following studios.

*Ada Dance Academy *Hearts In Step Christian Dance
* Academy of Dance Arts Academy

*Balletmore *Imprint Dance Co.

*Dance Creations *Michigan Ballet Academy
*Dance Dimensions *Miss Dee's School of Dance
*Dance Revolutions *Rhythm Dance Center

*Expressions Dance Academy



